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its left, the British were to move forward. They were to
take up positions covering Brussels on the line of the Dyle
River, covering the easternmost of five successive water
lines across Belgium which provided natural defences.
Hitler attacked on May 10, and this plan was carried
out. The B.E.F. took up its position east of Brussels. But
the following day. General Andre Corap's gth Army col-
lapsed. The Nazis crashed through the Meuse line on one
flank, and within forty-eight hours General Henri Gerard
Winkelman's Netherlands Army was in a defenceless spot.
King Leopold's Belgians were being mauled, could
not hold the line of the Albert Canal along the Dutch and
German frontiers. Leopold fell back on the left of the
B.E.F. If he had not done this he would have been sur-
rounded.
All Allied troops in Belgium were then formed into a
single army under the command of French' General Gaston
Billotte.
His first order was : " Withdraw to the next line of de-
fence."
Although the British Army^ was not pressed by the Nazis
in front, the danger on the right grew, and the front line
had to be extended south toward the Somme. The three
ill-equipped divisions were thrown in. The reserves were in
action.
By May 19, Lord Gort pointed out, the Allies were
back on the line of the Escaut, the last but one of the five
water defences. The Nazis reached Amiens that fatal day
and cut off the B.E.F. from its bases south of the Somme.
And they cut off the B.E.F. from the French armies.
The gap had to be closed and the two armies again
connected. Gort attacked to the south; the French
attacked to the north.
The offensive failed. The Germans had torn through
France, reached the sea west of Abbeville. This ruptured
the whole Allied line. The Germans immediately swung
north up the coast to turn the British flank. They did it all
in one continuous movement.
By May 23, Boulogne was lost, and the Nazis were in
Calais. The Allied front now ran in a wide triangle, with
the French ist Army at the apex about Douai and Valen-